Procedure for NAF Tournament Sanctioning. 


Once you have decided to organize a Blood Bowl tournament and have settled the specific details (namely when, where and what rules set you will use for your tournament) you can apply for NAF sanctioning. We ask that you check the forums/upcoming tournaments for any possible clashes with previously announced tournaments.


Achieving NAF sanctioning is a simple process in principles: 

1) Contact the Regional Tournament Co-ordinator responsible for your region. Liaise with him about the tournament details - he may ask some questions and offer some guidance. If you have no Regional Tournament Co-ordinator or aren’t sure who he is, then contact the Tournament Director. 

2) Go to the NAF homepage, log in and go to the TOURNEYS section. Press the ‘Add Tournament’ option in the upper left corner, fill in ALL the required information and press ‘Submit’. Please include details about the rules of your tournament, including any house rules you may have added. An external web or forum thread link would also be helpful, if possible. Your tournament is now listed with the respective date under ‘Upcoming Tournaments’. The status in the right column indicates that your tournament is NEW. Note that at this point your tournament is not visible to the general membership.

3) The Tournament Director will review the details of your submitted tournament. Provided the pre-tournament requirements (see below) are met, he will approve the tournament. The list on the NAF site will then indicate that your tournament is approved, and it will become visible to the general membership. 

Once your tournament is approved you can now advertise that it is officially NAF sanctioned. In addition to lots of fun and some Blood Bowl action, the games will also count for NAF Ranking points.


Pre Tournament Requirements. 

1) Most importantly, the tournament must be open to everyone and to all 24 GW-approved races, this includes the 3 additional teams (Slann, Chaos Pact, Underworld). That means everyone applying/paying in time until all places are occupied must be able to participate. Therefore, invitational tournaments (where the attending players are chosen by the tournament organiser) are ineligible for sanctioning. The one exception to this rule concerns nation vs. nation tournaments (see point 4 below).

2) In order to give everyone plenty of notice of your tournament well in advance, please enter the tournament at least 8 weeks prior to the date of the tournament. (Please note that this is subject to exception by the Tournament Director in certain circumstances (at his discretion), you or your Regional Tournament Co-ordinator need to apply for dispensation.)

3) Two tournaments will not be approved if they are within close proximity to one another. This is to discourage nearby tournaments from effectively ‘competing’ against each other for local coaches. When such clashes occur one tournament will be required to move and a compromise agreed. The relevant Regional Tournament Coordinator(s) should make individual judgments on a case-by-case basis. The Tournament Director may well need to be involved in this process.

4) Tournaments where teams are selected to represent nations are eligible for approval, even when the selection aspect of the tournament restricts participation. This is only if two conditions are met. First – the national selection procedure must be discussed and a broad consensus reached amongst the community within each nation (via e.g. NAF or other forums). Second – the tournament must fundamentally be open to all e.g. via the inclusion of a fully open individual tournament alongside the selection-based event. Team tournaments where states or provinces are selected representatively are also permitted, provided the same conditions are met.
5) The NAF encourages CRP as the preferred rules-set for approved tournaments. Other previous editions should not be approved. 

6) Individual rules variations in tournaments are permitted, even encouraged. This is in order to give each tournament its individual character. However this should be done with restraint and with the following restrictions:
a) modifications to the prescribed costs, starting statistics and starting skills of the 24 rosters are not permitted

b) core game-mechanics should not be altered

c) core skill rules should not altered

d) modifications should not radically affect the existing balance between races; incentives may be given to the traditionally less-competitive teams, provided this is in moderation
If you wish to introduce rules variations at your tournament, please include this in the additional information at the point of submission. It may also help to discuss this with your Regional Tournament Coordinator prior to this point. Approval is always at the discretion of the Tournament Director.


Post Tournament Requirements. 

1) We expect the tournament results to be entered in good time in order to keep the rankings updated. Liaise with your Regional Tournament Coordinator regarding this matter. This means a maximum period of one month from the close of the tourney, although sooner rather than later is obviously preferable. If there is going to be a problem with this then contact your Regional Tournament Co-ordinator as soon as possible.

2) Keep the membership informed by posting winners and preferably a brief write up of a few sentences on the front page or on the NAF forums.


Other information of note: 

Although you may want to include unofficial races in your tournament rules, coaches who pick one of these races will not gain any NAF points since the NAF rankings only include the official 24 races. That means that if a NAF member plays against a NAF member who picked one unofficial races, neither of them are eligible for NAF Coach Rating points. 

Dice: We aim to make NAF dice available wherever possible for sign-ups and/or renewals at events. Contact the Regional Tournament Coordinator or Tournament Director as soon as possible if you require dice. Note that any monies taken or dice held remain property of the NAF and any (prior arranged) recipient of dice and membership fees is to be held responsible for the return of surplus dice and timely payment of monies taken.
NAF Trophies: any tournament of four games or more, where 12 or more NAF coaches took part can award a NAF Trophy to its winner. The coveted trophy is a small metal alloy shield featuring the NAF’s logo. Your Regional Tournament Coordinator will distribute NAF Trophies to tournament organisers as required.

